200               THE FORTY-NINERS
from every balcony.    Some of these people were-as a chronicler of the times quaintly expressed it, "considerably tight."    There was great diversity of opinion.    All night the city seethed with ill-directed   activity.    But   men   felt   helpless   and .hopeless for want of efficient organization. ' I The   so-called   Southern   chivalry   called   this 'affair a "fight."    Indeed the Herald in its issue of the next morning, mistaking utterly the times, held boldly along the way of its sympathies.    It also spoke of the assassination as an "affray," and stated emphatically its opinion that, "now that   justice   is   regularly   administered,"   there was no excuse for even the threat of public violence.    This utter blindness to the meaning of the new movement and the far-reaching effect of King's previous  campaign proved fatal to  the paper.    It declined immediately.    In the meantime, attended by his wife and a whole score of volunteer physicians, King, lying in a room in the Montgomery block, was making a fight for his life.
Then people began to notice a small advertisement on the first page of the morning papers, headed The Vigilance Committee.
"The members of the Vigilance Committee in